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STATE OF COLORADO

OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
SUITE 380 LOGAN TOWER BUILDING
1580 LOGAN STREET
DENVER, COLORADO 80203
WILLIAM R. SMITH RICHARD D. LAMM
Director ' (303) 866-3531 Governor

FRANK J. PIRO
Deputy Director

October 4, 1985
To: Mr. Bill Smith, Director, 0il & Gas Conservation Commission
From: James Kenney, Field Engineer
Re: Poliutién in Tow Creek Field

On October 1, 1985 a Lease Inspection of four wells in Sec
18-T6N-R86W was conducted. Investigation of this state 1lease
was prompted by complaints from Mr. Wayne Morton, surface owner.

Present during the inspection were Mr. Wayne Morton, Mr. Robert
Clift of the State Land Board, Mr. Bob Cannon (operator) and
his sons-in-law.

Current production is between 30 and 40 bbl of water per day
according to Mr. Cannon. After. treatment the water flows into a
retaining pit for evaporation. The pit has a pipe through which
this water, and any associated o0il or waste, flows directly
onto the ground. A small drainage ‘'ditch' (1-3 feet deep)
exists as a result. This ditch meanders downslope until
reaching a pond, which appears to be an oxbow lake in the Yampa
river floodplain. It is certain that any product* introduced to
the retaining pit is effluencing into the Yampa river and
thereby the Colorado river.

Mr. Cannon was informed this constitutes a violation of State

Rules and Regulations. Rule 324 States:
"The owner shall take such precautions as are necessary
to prevent polluting the waters of the state, surface or
subsurface, by o0il, gas, salt or brackish water or other
0il field wastes. No discharge shall be made from any
disposal system or otherwise into the waters of the state
which shall be below the water quality standard fixed by
the Water Quality Control Commission for such discharge."



It is recommended that Mr. Cannon be given 90 days from the
date of inspection to submit to the 0.G.C.C. a plan to prevent
pollution of state waters. Further, that he be given until June
1, 1986 to implement this plan.

If Mr. Cannon fails to attain compliance with Rule 324 a
hearing date should be set as soon as possible according to
Rule 504. Non-compliance should be dealt with by penalization
as provided for under 34-60-121 of the 0il and Gas Conservation
Act.

"Any person who violates any provision of this article,
or any rule, requlation, or order of the commission shall
be subject to a penalty of not more than one thousand
dollars for each act of violation and for each day that
such violation continues, unless the penalty for such
violation is otherwise specifically provided for and made
exclusive in this article."

*R,M.A.G. publication "0il and Gas Field Volume,
Colorado-Nebraska " lists associated water production at 24,572
ppm TDS.
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