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1.0 - Introduction 

At the request of the COGCC, Marathon Oil intends to perform a final reclamation on Pad 697-23A, an 
undrilled pad located in the Grand Valley Field within Garfield County.  Corresponding well location 
information is as follows: 

Well # API # COGCC Permit # GPS Coordinates (°Lat/°Long) QtrQtr Sec Twp Rng 

697-23A-12 05-045-14857-00 20088185 39.51507/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-14 05-045-14856-00 20088186 39.51505/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-16 05-045-14854-00 20088187 39.51490/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-18 05-045-14855-00 20088188 39.51486/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-21 05-045-14861-00 20088189 39.51503/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-23 05-045-14860-00 20088191 39.51501/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-25 05-045-14859-00 20088183 39.51492/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-27 05-045-14858-00 20088184 39.51488/108.18455 NW NE 23 06S 97W 

697-23A-XX NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

 

Well site 697-23A was developed during Marathon’s active drilling to the extent that conductor casings 
for each of the intended wells and other minor facilities were installed; however, since initial 
development the location has sat idle pending the return of active drilling to the area as dictated by 
commodity pricing.  Throughout the life of the pad, Marathon has maintained a verbal agreement with 
the land owner, Puckett Land Company, to leave the pad open and controlled to allow for later 
development. These agreements have included the need for storm water management controls, site 
stabilization through seeding of the disturbed areas along the edge of location, semi-annual weed 
control, and site security controls. 

Due to current economic conditions, Marathon has elected to allow previously approved APDs to expire 
in 2015, and no longer has plans to drill out the location in the near future. 

Marathon intends to complete the proposed reclamation work between Spring 2016 melt-off and June 
1, 2016, to allow for springtime seeding. Work will be scheduled to begin on or before May 1, 2016 as 
onsite conditions allow. 
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2.0 - Final Reclamation Consultation 

Pursuant to COGCC Rule 306.e, Marathon Oil Company will make a best effort to consult the affected 
surface owner, Puckett Land Company, a minimum of thirty days (30 days) prior to commencing any 
abandonment and reclamation activity; said consultation will occur directly between Marathon Oil 
Company and Puckett Land Company so as to promote a good faith arrangement and incorporate the 
land owner’s preferences regarding the proposed operations and all aspects of final reclamation. 

 

 

3.0 - Final Reclamation of Well Sites and Associated Production Facilities 

 

3.1 - Overview 

Marathon Oil Corporation intends to perform final reclamation in accordance with current 
COGCC regulations, industry Best Management Practices (BMP’s), and BMP’s developed 
specifically for the Piceance Basin by Marathon Oil Corporation (see attached).  

To be included in the final reclamation, Well Site 697-23A contains subsurface and surface 
equipment as listed below: 

• 9 Conductor Casings 
• 9 Flowlines associated with each of the wells  (various lengths but contained on 

location) 
• 13 Concrete Jersey Barriers 
• Unlined reserve pit for drill rig, approximately 150’x75’x10’ (includes wildlife fence) 
• A small lined cement washout pit, approximately 15’x15’x4’(includes wildlife fence) 
• Meter shack and lateral gas line (Owned by EPCO) 
• Compacted site location and access road (approx. 3.13 acres) 

 

Please see the attached site survey documentation for details concerning the current location 
size, layout, seeding areas, and existing storm water controls. 
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3.2 – Preliminary Schedule 

Marathon intends to address the removal and/or abandonment of the equipment listed above 
prior to commencing restoration and re-vegetation of the location.  A preliminary timeline of 
the proposed final reclamation is as follows: 

May 1st 2016                                            Final Reclamation Begins  

May 1st to May 7th                                   Abandonment of wells  

May 1st to May 15th                                 Abandonment of remaining facility  

May 15th to June 1st                                 Restoration and Revegetation 

June 1st to Approved Completion         Ongoing Weed Management & Site Monitoring 

 

3.3 - Abandonment 

3.3.1 - Well Sites 

Prior to the plugging and abandonment of the nine (9) surface conductors, Marathon Oil 
Company will  submit for approval a Notice of Intent to Abandon, COGCC Form 6, to include a 
full and detailed description of the abandonment operations.  No abandonment activity will 
commence without receipt of COGCC director approval of this completed form. 

A brief overview of the proposed operations is as follows: 

Pursuant to COGCC Rule 319, Marathon proposes to abandon in place each of the conductors by 
cutting the pipe to be at minimum four (4) feet below finish grade, filling the entire length of the 
conductor with a cement slurry which meets or exceeds API standards (see Table 1 below for 
specific conductor piping lengths), and lastly fitted with a welded steel plate as described in said 
rule.  The top surface of each cap will be permanently marked to display the legal well location, 
well name & number, and as applicable, the API number as well. 

Because the proposed wells on the location were never drilled or completed, Marathon is 
exempt from Background Water Quality Sampling on this location as described in Rule 318A 
(f)(4)b. 
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Table 1 – Conductor Pipe Dimensions 

Conductor Pipe Dimensions for Well Site 697-23A  
Well # Pipe Dia. (in.) Depth (ft.) 

12 16 114.4 
14 16 116.3 
16 16 118.3 
18 16 115.2 
21 16 114.1 
23 16 114.9 
25 16 116.7 
27 16 114.9 

Extra 16 NA 
 

 

 

 

3.3.2 - Subsurface Flowlines 

Pursuant to COGCC Rule 1103, Marathon proposes to abandon in place portions of the below 
grade flowlines.  None of the flowlines on location were connected to any hydrocarbon source 
at any time; as such, Marathon will perform the following for each flowline: 

• Verify absence of any hydrocarbons in piping*  
*If hydrocarbons found to be present, line will be purged and then retested 

• Deplete to atmospheric pressure 
• Cut off any portions not at least three (3) feet below finished grade 
• Seal ends   

 

All subsurface equipment abandoned in place will be noted on surveyed drawings and notice of 
the abandonment will be filed with the COGCC via a Form 4 Sundry and local government 
entities as applicable. 
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3.3.3 - Drilling and Washout Pits 

As the wells on site were never completed, the reserve pit and cement washout pit on location 
were never exposed to any non-native materials or fluids.  Both pits are currently fenced to 
protect wildlife. 

Prior to closure and reclamation of pit locations, soil sampling of the pit walls and bottom will be 
performed* to verify compliance with acceptable concentrations as specified within COGCC 
Table 910-1. Following sampling and during re-contouring operations, the pits will be closed 
using native fill material currently on site in accordance with 1000 series COGCC rules.  *Note: as 
of submittal date, soil sampling scheduled to occur on or before 12/1/15. 

The liner in the cement washout pit will be removed and disposed of according to Marathon’s 
Waste Management Plan (likely West Garfield County Landfill).  All wildlife fencing will be 
removed and stored for recycling on adjacent operations. 

 

3.3.4 - Surface Equipment 

Marathon will remove all surface equipment on location as described above and recycle the 
equipment in adjacent operations or dispose of per our Waste Management Plan (see attached). 
Marathon will also work directly with EPCO to remove their meter shack and abandon any 
flowlines in place per COGCC Rule 1103.  

All other equipment, weeds, rubbish, etc. will be removed and disposed of according to 
Marathon’s Waste Management Plan.  

 

3.4 - Reclamation 

3.4.1 - Restoration and Revegetation 

Pursuant to COGCC Rule 1003, immediately following surface equipment removal and 
subsurface equipment abandonment, Marathon will recontour all disturbed areas as nearly as 
practicable to their original conditions unless directed otherwise per landowner preference.   

The surface of the existing location and access road will be ripped as necessary to a depth not to 
exceed 24 inches, and on 18-24 inch centers. Fugitive dust will be contained via freshwater 
spreading as needed.  As the site is on non-crop land, no special considerations to soil moisture 
content need be made at time of ripping. 

All disturbed areas, including the well pad, access road, and any disturbance necessary for EPCO 
pipeline abandonment will be recontoured as near as practicable to pre-construction condition 
so as to achieve erosion control and soil stability, and /or to contours that blend with the 
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surrounding topography.  All fill materials including the onsite sourced aggregate cap layer and 
secondary containment berms will be pushed back into cut and against back slopes as 
appropriate to successfully re-contour the location. (Pre-construction survey and pictures 
attached for reference) 

697-23A currently contains a topsoil pile reserved during construction sufficient for the 
reclamation. Topsoil will be evenly distributed across the location, prepped, and seeded using 
methods appropriate for a successful reclamation as described below. 

 

3.4.2 - Seed Bed Preparation 

Following re-contouring, the surface will be scarified and tracked to prepare for seeding and 
retain moisture. If tracking or pocking / pitting is required to prepare the surface, the pitting 
rows will be irregularly spaced and irregularly aligned, but will be perpendicular to the expected 
flow of runoff to retain moisture. 

3.4.3 - Seeding 

As site conditions allow, Marathon intends to reseed the reclaimed areas by hydro-seeding the 
location as early as possible following successful surface preparation and prior to June 1, 2016.  
In the event that the preferred springtime seeding is not practicable due to unforeseen 
conditions, Marathon may elect to re-prepare the surface and seed in the fall. 

A seed mix which meets the requirements dictated by the local environment is contained below 
(Table 2 – Proposed Seed Mix).  The seed mix will not contain noxious, prohibited, or restricted 
weed seeds. This seed mix will be reviewed with Puckett Land Company and adjusted to meet 
their preferences as necessary. Seeding rates below will be adjusted up to meet the 
requirement of the seeding method selected. 

 

Table 2 – Proposed Seed Mix 
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3.4.4 - Additional Revegetation 

The vegetation contained within the undisturbed area between the well pad and access road 
will be preserved.  Any stockpiled woody debris, such as cleared trees and slash, as well as any 
large rocks will be redistributed across reclaimed areas in natural looking patterns so at to 
encourage vegetation growth. 

 

 

3.5 - Site Protection 

 3.5.1 - Fencing 

As the lands adjacent to the location occasionally contain cattle, the reclaimed area will be 
fenced to exclude livestock to ensure successful regrowth of vegetation.  However, as the 
location is in deer and elk habitat, fences for livestock exclusion will not exceed 40 inches. The 
four strand fence will have smooth top and bottom wires. Distance from the ground to the 
bottom smooth wire will be no less than 16 inches. Distance from the top wire to the second 
wire will be no less than 12 inches. Middle wires will be barbed, with 6 inch spacing. 

 

3.6 - Storm Water Management 

This location is currently operated under a CDPHE Storm Water Permit and is covered by a site-
specific storm water management plan. Following the reclamation efforts described above, 
Marathon will provide appropriate storm water controls for the area as dictated by final 
contouring and update the appropriate storm water management plan and map. 

Storm water inspections on the location will continue as described in the permit. All storm water 
controls used on the location will be designed to fill in over time or break down in place. 

 

3.7 - Weed Management 

All areas affected by the reclamation will be kept as free as practicable of all undesirable plant 
species designated to be noxious weeds and intends to comply with the Colorado Noxious Weed 
Act, C.R.S. 35-5.5-115. 

697-23A is currently operated under Marathon’s weed management plan and vegetation 
beneficial to site stabilization has been retained to date.  Efforts for weed management will 
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continue and will be updated as appropriate.  Semi-annual weed spraying by certified 
applicators will proceed, with additional attention applied to the location due to the disturbance 
caused by reclamation as needed. Weed management efforts will be reviewed with Puckett 
Land Company during the pre-reclamation evaluation. 

If an infestation of noxious weeds occurs, Marathon will notify and consult with the local weed 
control agency and certified applicators. Weeds will be monitored concurrent with routine 
storm water inspections as noted below. 

 

 

3.8 - Vegetation Monitoring and Site Stabilization 

Pad 697-23A is located within non-crop land. Ongoing vegetation monitoring will occur at the 
location during routine storm water inspections and additional seeding, weed control, storm 
water BMP repairs, or adjustments to the reclamation will be made as dictated by the inspector 
or landowner. Monitoring will continue until: 

• All requirements of Rule 1003 and 1004 have been met, 
• Vegetative cover has been established that reflects reference areas or adjacent, 

undisturbed areas, and 
• The reclaimed area contains vegetative cover of at least 80% of pre-disturbed conditions 

or reference area levels, as determined by the Director through visual appraisal. 

Marathon will submit a Form 4 Sundry when a 3rd party inspector has determined the site meets 
all requirements listed above. The Sundry will contain the final reclamation procedures, 
reference any changes made in the landowners final use, and any mitigation measures 
performed by Marathon. 

Marathon recognizes the reclamation will not be considered complete until a final reclamation 
inspection has been conducted by the COGCC and the Director has notified Marathon there are 
no outstanding issues pertaining to COGCC rules, orders, permit conditions, or the act, and the 
Director notifies Marathon that the final reclamation has been approved. 
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4.0  - Attachments  
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 4.1 – Site Survey Documents 
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4.2  MOC BMP’s for Piceance Basin 
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