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MEMORANDUM 

 
To:      Thom Kerr, Karen Spray, Margret Ash, Steve Lindblom 
 
From:  Bob Chesson, EPS II NE Colorado 
 
Date:    April 25, 2012 
 
Subject:  March 5, 2012 Letter to Governor Hickenlooper from Sierra Club regarding “illegal dumping” of drilling 
and fracking fluids, Weld County. 
 
 
I have reviewed the photo documentation provided in the March 5, 2012 letter to the governor and have prepared a 
review document which is attached.   
 

• The review document provides the actual locations and identifies adjacent oil & gas wells by name and API 
number to aid in location of the sites in comparison to the vague description provided in the SC letter.   
 

• Primarily the areas identified appear to be on lands on the Guttersen Ranch in Weld County and focused on 
Township 3 North, Range 64 West. 

 
• One location is in Township 5 North, Range 64 West, which may be on the Welds Ranch (?). 

 
• All of the SC photos provided were images collected in 1999.  For comparison I have used imaging from 

2011.  The contrasts between the two images collected approximately 13 years apart are striking; most of 
the “features” from the SC review no longer exist. 
 

If you have comments and or questions, please contact me. 
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March 5, 2012 

Governor John Hickenlooper 

136 State Capitol 

Denver, CO  80203-1792 

Dear Governor Hickenlooper, 

Over the past year, we have heard many rumors about alleged illegal dumping of drilling and fracking fluids and 

wastes in Weld County.  Using free, publicly available satellite imagery, we investigated some of these possible 

allegations and have recovered the images below.  These images appear to support the rumored allegations and 

may suggest that drillers and frackers may have been driving tanker trucks offroad, opening the valve on the 

tanks while driving, and spraying drilling and fracking fluids and wastes across the landscape.   

The images suggest that the chemicals sprayed out may have killed the vegetation on the landscape – green 

areas are turned orange/brown or completely white.  Two-track wheel tracks can be seen trailing some of the 

alleged possible dumping sites.   

Here’s a detailed inset view of one of these images: http://water.clean.home.comcast.net/~water.clean/Weld-

County-collage-12345.jpg 

Here’s a time-sequence of the possible alleged dumping site detailed above showing that the scar remains on 

the landscape over a year later:  http://water.clean.home.comcast.net/~water.clean/Weld-time-sequence2-

2006-2011.jpg   

Given the possibility that these allegations may be true, we suggest that the prudent course of action would be 

to direct the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, the Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment, or another appropriate State agency to investigate the alleged possible illegal dumping of drilling 

and fracking fluids and wastes in Weld County suggested in the images below.  There are many more similar 

images – feel free to contact us for additional information and details. 

We look forward to a response about our request.   

Respectfully, 

 

Shane Davis, Chair, Poudre Canyon Group of the Sierra Club, shane.davis@rmc.sierraclub.org, 509-570-4422 

 

Gary Wockner, PhD, Colorado Program Director, Clean Water Action, gwockner@cleanwater.org, 970-218-8310 

http://water.clean.home.comcast.net/~water.clean/Weld-County-collage-12345.jpg
http://water.clean.home.comcast.net/~water.clean/Weld-County-collage-12345.jpg
http://water.clean.home.comcast.net/~water.clean/Weld-time-sequence2-2006-2011.jpg
http://water.clean.home.comcast.net/~water.clean/Weld-time-sequence2-2006-2011.jpg
mailto:shane.davis@rmc.sierraclub.org
mailto:gwockner@cleanwater.org























































































	memo
	John W. Hickenlooper, Governor

	Memo (2).pdf
	memo
	John W. Hickenlooper, Governor

	SC-CWA-to-Governor-Hickenlooper-3-5-2012 1
	Binder1.pdf
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device424_1.pdf
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device001
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device003
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device004
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device005
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device006
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device007
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device008
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device009



