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WASTE MANAGEMENT GUIDELINE 
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APPLICABILITY 

This guideline applies to all facilities owned and/or operated by EnCana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc. 
and to all EnCana employees and contingent personnel working at all facilities owned and/or 
operated by EnCana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc. 

SCOPE 

This guideline sets forth requirements and procedures for the handling and disposal of 
hazardous waste that is located at EnCana facilities, or is generated as a by-product of our 
operations. 

CORE INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS 

GENERAL REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 

Proper management and disposal of waste material is critical to avoid fines, expensive clean-
ups, and exposure of employees to hazardous materials.  Management of hazardous waste 
is covered by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.  This act is more commonly 
referred to by the acronym RCRA and pronounced “Rik-Rah.”  The rules and requirements in 
this act are located in Title 40, Parts 124, 260-271, and Title 49, Parts 171-177 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

WASTE GENERATOR REQUIREMENTS 

Waste generator regulations state that “a person who generates a waste must determine if 
that waste is hazardous waste.”  So generators are required by law to determine if their waste 
is hazardous or non-hazardous.  This determination can be made either by using product 
knowledge, i.e., does the material safety data sheet (MSDS) indicate the presence of a 
“listed” hazardous material or by laboratory analysis. 

Contact your local EH&S Field Coordinator or EHS Group Lead if you are unsure if a waste is 
hazardous or not. 

TYPICAL WASTES 

Examples of waste materials commonly generated in E&P and Midstream Services 
operations include: 

E&P Midstream Services 

Fracturing and drilling fluids Condensate 



 

 

Well completion and treatment fluids Compressor oil, filters, and blow down 

Waste solvents Tri-ethylene glycol 
Lubricating oils Methanol 
Produced water Dehydration wastes 

Rig wash Painting wastes 

Drill cuttings Waste solvents 

Pit sludges Gas plant wastes 

Workover wastes Asbestos 

Blow down Aerosols 

Waste crude oil Amines 

Hydrocarbon impacted soil Universal wastes 

WASTE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES 

The following are guidelines that are specific to some of the most common types of wastes 
encountered at EnCana facilities.  The guideline will cover the most important information, 
including:  examples, storage container requirements, labeling requirements, storage area 
requirements, disposal (recycling), recordkeeping requirements and waste minimization.  
Please refer to this section whenever using any of the following: 

Chemical Guideline 

Aerosols Aerosols Guideline 

Amines   
Asbestos Asbestos Guideline 

Chemical Wastes Chemical Waste Guideline 

Glycols Glycols Guideline 

Hydrocarbons Hydrocarbons Guideline 

Methanol Methanol Guideline 

Pesticides Pesticides Guideline 

Solvents Solvents Guideline 

Sump Solids and Liquids Sump Solids and Liquids Guideline 

Universal Wastes Universal Wastes Guideline 

Used Oil Used Oil Guideline 

EXEMPTED WASTES 

In 1988, EPA issued a rule stating that E&P and “gas plant” wastes are exempt from RCRA 
Subtitle C regulations.  This rule allowed the oil and gas industry some flexibility with trespect 
to dealing with certain types of wastes.  The following rule of thumb can be used to determine 
if a waste is exempt from RCRA Subtitle C regulations: 

• Has the waste come from down hole? 

• Has the waste been generated through contact with the oil and gas production stream 
(e.g., produced water, production by-products)? 

• If the answer is yes to either question, the waste is exempt.  Examples of wastes that 
are exempt from RCRA Subtitle C regulations include: 



 

 

o      Drilling fluids and cuttings 

o      Produced water 

o      Pit sludges and workover wastes 

o      Amines – if spent within process 

o      Hydrocarbon-bearing soil 

o      Liquid hydrocarbons removed from production stream 

o      Waste crude oil 

o      Blow down wastes 

Examples of non-exempt wastes include: 

• Amines – if unused 

• Glycols 

• Waste solvents 

• Waste compressor oil 

• Scrubber fluids, sludges, and ask 

• Drum rinsate 

Avoid mixing non-exempt wastes with exempt wastes because the resulting mixture may 
become a non-exempt waste requiring management under RCRA Subtitle C. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE STORAGE 

EnCana’s facilities are considered Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators 
(CESQG).  A facility’s generator status determines the amount of hazardous waste that may 
be stored at a facility as well as the length of time the hazardous waste may be stored at the 
facility. 

Conditionally exempt Small Quantity Generators may accumulate up to 1,000 kilograms 
(2,200 pounds) of hazardous waste.  There is no time limit for this accumulation, as long as 
the 1,000 kilogram storage limit is not exceeded.  If the 1,000 kilogram storage limit is 
exceeded, the facility’s generator status would change from a CESQG to a SQG.  Contact 
your EH&S Field Coordinator or EH&S Group Lead if you have questions about your storage 
quantity. 

 

 



 

 

SEGREGATION OF WASTE 

Segregation means to keep waste streams separate in order to avoid cross contamination 
and possible higher disposal costs.  If there are any questions about waste segregation, 
contact the EH&S Field Coordinator or EHS Group Lead for assistance. 

The following provides a few examples of recommended waste segregation guidelines: 

• Do not mix methanol with used oil 

• Do not mix triethylene glycol (TEG) with used oil 

• Do not mix unknown chemicals without knowledge compatibility characteristics 

EnCana facilities generating very small quantities of hazardous waste may be able to 
accumulate all hazardous waste in a single drum, as long as the waste streams are 
compatible and will not react violently.  This procedure will help eliminate the hazards 
associated with maintaining several partial drums for several years.  However, a records 
needs to be kept of what and how much of each waste is put into a container. 

CONTAINERS 

Unless otherwise specified, waste materials must be accumulated in DOT (Department of 
Transportation) approved drums or containers.  The containers must be kept in good 
condition and be compatible with the waste material.  All containers must be kept closed at all 
times, except when adding waste.  Each container used for accumulation of waste material 
must be labeled. 

The figure below shows the two most common 55-gallon waste drums.  The UN1A1 is a bung 
type drum while the UN1A2 is an open topped drum.  The UN1A1 is recommended for 
liquids.  The UN1A2 is more suitable for disposal of solid wastes. 

 



 

 

RECORDKEEPING 

The following records shall be maintained by EnCana’s facilities for a minimum of three 
years: 

• Hazardous waste accumulation logs (note what and how much of each waste type you 
are placing in a container) 

• Laboratory test results of waste analysis 

• Hazardous waste manifests (signed by final disposal facility) 

• Spill reports 

• Records of waste disposal company qualifications (ask your EH&S Field Coordinator or 
EH&S Group Lead to assist in this) 

• Files of correspondence with regulatory agencies 

HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL 

All EnCana facilities must make arrangements with a permitted waste or hazardous waste 
transporter for pick-up at the location where the waste was generated.  Before retaining a 
company for transport and disposal of a specific waste stream, obtain and review a copy of 
all waste disposal qualifications from the company including: 

• Agency certification or registration 

• Qualifications for disposal of specific waste streams 

•Other documentation that indicates the company is legitimate 

State specific waste management requirements for EnCana facilities can be found using the 
web links under the references of this guideline.  Follow the links within the website to “drill 
down” to the category of information desired. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS 

EnCana’s EH&S website and site-specific emergency response plans are the best resources 
for health and safety considerations when dealing with waste materials.  Please refer to the 
EH&S website for specific guidance. 

SPILL REPORTING AND RESPONSE 

Spill Reporting 

Spill notifications are normally made to the appropriate regulatory agency by the EH&S Field 
Coordinator or EH&S Group Lead who are familiar with the process and, in many cases, with 
individual regulatory contacts.  It is up to field personnel to get the process started since they 
are usually the first to encounter spills and other environmental incidents.  Details and 
methodology for the incident reporting process are described in EnCana’s EH&S web link 



 

 

(Incident Reporting), in Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plans, and site-specific 
emergency response plans. 

Any spill reaching a surface water or groundwater must be reported immediately to your 
EH&S Field Coordinator or EHS Group Lead. 

The following state-specific spill reporting flowcharts provide guidance on when and who to 
contact if a spill occurs. 

Spill Response 

Detailed guidelines for responding to oil spills is provided in the SPCC and emergency 
response plans.  When a spill is observed, the following actions should be completed: 

• Notify your EH&S Field Coordinator or EH&S Group Lead of the spill and attempt to 
stop the spill only if your personal safety is not compromised. 

• Using the Emergency Response Flowchart, notify the appropriate personnel.  When 
spill thresholds are exceeded, notifications must be made to the appropriate 
authorities as soon as possible, but not later than 24 hours following the spill.  
Complete an EnCana incident report detailing the spill characteristics. 

•The following steps should be followed in the event of a spill into surface waters or onto 
the ground: 

o      Stop the release.  All possible actions should be taken to stop the 
release of oil into the environment.  The actions necessary will vary 
considerably depending on the magnitude of the spill and the environmental 
conditions at the time of the spill.  Do not risk your personal safety in an 
attempt to stop an oil spill. 

o      Contain the release.  Simple small spills on soil can be cleaned up with 
only minimal effort.  Larger spills on land or into rivers and lakes may require 
the services of experienced spill response contractors to correct the 
situation.  Clean-up activities must be initiated immediately following 
discovery of the spill. 

o      Properly manage recovered oil.  Spilled oil that has been recovered 
during the clean-up process should be properly containerized and recycled.  
If available, vacuum trucks are beneficial in removing the liquids from the spill 
sites. 

o      Properly manage material contaminated during the clean-up.  It is 
important that all materials containing oil be properly managed prior to 
disposal or recycling. 

o      Post clean-up sampling.  It is usually necessary to obtain samples 
following an oil spill on land to determine if the site has been cleaned up 
properly.  Contact the EH&S Field Coordinator or EH&S Group Lead to assist 
with this activity. 



 

 

Maintain a sufficient quantity of absorbents (pads, booms) to be able to properly respond to a 
spill. 

TRAINING 

•      Waste Management Training Presentation 

FORMS 

REFERENCES 

• 40 CFR Part 112 

ELEMENT 

This guideline supports EnCana’s EH&S Best Practice Element number 

•      Element 5, Conducting Our Business Responsibly 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




