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January 3, 2010 
 
XTO Energy 
Attn:  Sam Montoya, Field Environmental Coordinator 
16920 Hwy. 12 
Weston, CO  81091 
 
 
 
 
To: Shannon Nichols 
Re:  XTO 2011 Plan of Development – Bosque del Oso State Wildlife Area 
 
Thank you for providing CDOW the opportunity to review XTO’s 2011 Plan of Development (POD) for the 
Bosque del Oso State Wildlife Area.  We appreciate your staff taking the time to tour the proposed sites on 
December 7th and 8th, 2010 with Bob Holder (DWM Trinidad West) and Ed Schmal (Conservation Biologist).  
Seven proposed well sites and corresponding road locations were visited with CDOW providing information and 
recommendations.  Many good discussions occurred during the tour and we would like to distill our preferences 
and concerns with this correspondence.  Each planned location will be addressed individually. 
 
AC 01-04:   
 
 CDOW approves the location for this well and road as outlined in the 2011 POD. 
 
AC 20-03:   
  
 The pad site for this well is planned to be located on a bench down slope from the ridge top.  These areas 
 are important habitat for deer and elk in that it provides vital food and cover resources.  This well pad 
 location is approximately 100 ft. up slope from the originally planned location (which is closer to the 
 bottom of the canyon).  CDOW agrees that this alternate location is more preferable than the original.  It 
 was indicated to us that the well pad could not be moved due to the proximity of nearby wells.  CDOW 
 approves the alternate location of this well pad.  CDOW also recommends that the road be placed on the 
 South facing slope. 
 
AC 20-07:  
 
 The pad site for this well is planned to be located on a bench down slope from the ridge top.  These areas 
 are important habitat for deer and elk in that it provides vital food and cover resources.  This well pad 
 location is up slope from the originally planned location which is closer to the bottom of the canyon.  
 CDOW agrees that this alternate location is more preferable than the original. CDOW approves the 
 alternate location of this well pad. It was indicated that the access road for this well will extend from AC 
 20-11. CDOW approves the locations of the well pad and road. 
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AC 20-11: 
 
 CDOW approves the location for this well and road as outlined in the 2011 POD. 
 
AC 20-14: 
 
 The site for this well and road will disrupt excellent Ponderosa pine habitat.  This well pad location is up 
 slope from the originally planned location (which is closer to the bottom of the canyon) due to the need 
 for less cut and fill. CDOW agrees that this alternate location is more preferable than the original. CDOW 
 approves the alternate location of this well pad.  It was indicated by XTO that the well site could not be 
 relocated because it has to lay in section 20 and that there are no suitable alternative locations.  CDOW 
 approves the location of this well pad.  The road to access this pad will extend off of an existing well pad.  
 CDOW would prefer the road to this well be located on the west side of the ridge finger and avoid all of 
 the rock structures in the area. 
 
AC 30-07: 
 
 The pad site for this well is planned to be located on a bench down slope from the ridge top.  These areas 
 are important habitat for deer and elk in that it provides vital food and cover resources.  This well pad 
 location is up slope from the originally planned location which is closer to the bottom of the canyon.  
 CDOW agrees that this alternate location is more preferable than the original.  CDOW approves the 
 alternate location of this well pad.   CDOW recommends that the road to access this well come off of the 
 existing well pad location to minimize disturbance to habitat in the valley to the south of this location.  
 CDOW supports XTO’s recommendation to reclaim the pit on the existing well to allow for road 
 construction in  this preferable location.   
 
AC 30-11: 
 
 The pad site for this well is planned to be located on a bench within an old burn area.  These areas are 
 important habitat for deer and elk in that it provides vital food and cover resources.  In addition, this area 
 is in good juxtaposition to dark timber and highly productive burn areas and experiences high elk use.  
 This well pad location is up slope from the originally planned location which is closer to the bottom of the 
 canyon.  CDOW agrees that this alternate location is more preferable than the original and recommends 
 that it be placed as far from the dark timber as possible. CDOW approves the alternate location of this 
 well pad.  CDOW recommends that the road accessing this well pad be built as high on the slope as 
 possible to minimize disturbance to habitat in the valley to the southeast of this location. 
 
In addition to these locations, Bill Velarde (Bosque del Oso Property Technician) has previously approved the 
following: 
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In addition to the above information CDOW would like to reiterate the importance of the following: 
 

1) All pipes should be buried alongside the roads to avoid any additional disturbance. 
2) All topsoil removed should be stock piled to be reused for revegetation purposes. 
3) Road and well pad dimensions should be minimized as much as possible. 
4) Cut size should be minimized as much as possible. 
5) Cut and fill material should be sloped as gradual as possible to minimize erosion and maximize 

revegetation success. 
6) All snags (that do not pose a human safety risk) should be maintained. 

 
Thank you again for providing CDOW with an opportunity to review the 2011 POD and provide 
recommendations.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Bill Velarde at 719-680-1036. 
Thank you for the cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Trujillo 
Area Wildlife Manager 
Colorado Division of Wildlife 
 
 
CC: 
Bill Velarde; Bosque Property Tech 
Bob Holder; Trinidad West District Wildlife Manager 
Ed Schmal; Area 11 Conservation Biologist 
Allen Vitt; Area 11 Terrestrial Biologist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


























